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Aoout CSD

For over five decades the Council for Social Development (CSD)
has functioned as a non-profit, non-partisan, vibrant, research
and advocacy institution on social development with special
focus on the welfare of the marginalised. CSD began its journey
in 1962 as an informal study group comprising prominent social
workers and social scientists, under the leadership of the legendary
freedom fighter, social worker, and indefatigable institution-builder,
Dr Durgabai Deshmukh. Two years later, the Council acquired a
formal status as an affiliate of the India International Centre (IIC).
In August 1970, it was registered as a Society with Dr C.D. Deshmukh
as President and Dr Durgabai Deshmukh as Executive Chairperson
and Honorary Director. At present, distinguished diplomat and
educationist, Professor Muchkund Dubey, is the President of the
Council, with Professor Manoranjan Mohanty as the Vice President.
Through its programmes relating to research, seminars, lectures,
capacity-building and publications, CSD actively participates in
policy discourses in social development. In pursuit of its vision, it
regularly undertakes studies and advocacy activities in key areas
of development, education, health, rural development, governance,
human rights, and social justice. Its pioneering efforts have helped
in shaping policy, programme implementation, and promotion of
critical ideas, approaches, and strategies designed to bring about
social change. In order to study and monitor social development
processes in southern states of India, Dr Durgabai Deshmukh set up
CSD’s Southern Regional Centre (CSD-SRC) in Hyderabad in 1967
which is funded by the Indian Council of Social Science Research
(ICSSR) and the Government of Telangana. The SRC is governed by
a managing committee, with Professor Shanta Sinha, an eminent
educationist and child rights expert, as the Chairperson.
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n 1917 Mahatma Gandhi launched the

Champaran Satyagraha against the practice of
indigo cultivation by tenant cultivators under highly
exploitative arrangements. They were not only
compelled to produce indigo on a certain portion
of their land, but were forced to sell it at a pre-
determined price, unilaterally decided by the land
owners. Have the conditions of peasants changed
between then and now? When news of incidences
of farmers’ suicides continues to pour in alongside
the celebration of Champaran Satyagrah Centenary,
the question that comes to mind is: where does
Indian agriculture in general, and peasants in
particular, stand after 100 years of Champaran
Satyagrah and 70 years of Independence?

In 2016-17, the Council took up a number of studies related to farmers and agriculture. Studies were
conducted on farmers’ access to institutional credit, changing land markets, tenancy rights, food security,
labour and employment in rural areas. A study on access to institutional credit showed not only wide regional
disparities, but continued dependence on non-institutional sources of finance of small and marginal farmers,
share croppers, landless farmers and women farmers. Various studies on farmers’ suicides have attributed
the problem to stressed agrarian conditions in general and credit from non-institutional sources, in particular.
Because of agrarian crisis and heavy indebtedness, several farmers sold off their land, the principal source
of their livelihood. But unlike in the past, when there was intra-village and inter-farmer transaction of land,
an ongoing study in Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra shows a shift in the nature of land markets. Non-
cultivators have become the main buyers of land in rural areas for speculative profit making with serious
implications, for food security and distress migration to urban areas. In addition, a study on migration showed
that lack of local employment in rural area forced people to migrate to urban area.

A study examined calorie consumption pattern across income groups. It found that lower income segment
was still heavily dependent on food grains as the principal source of their calorie requirements. The second
part of this study questions the methodology adopted by the Indian Council of Medical Research that has
reduced the recommended dietary allowances (RDA) for calorie consumption.

The Council attaches a great deal of importance to the issues of rising income and wealth inequality, widening
regional disparities and further marginalisation of the dispossessed sections of the society, for which it



undertook several studies. A study of Other Backward Classes (OBCs) in eight states of India showed that
the condition of the Most Backward Classes within the OBCs had gone from bad to worse, while preliminary
observations of an ongoing study on land rights of women showed that they were deprived even in the
matrilineal society of Meghalaya.

The Council considers promotion of education, health and nutrition as the key components of a social sector
development strategy for developing society like India. Initial findings of a study on privatisation of school
education in India showed that the private sector had made rapid inroads into elementary education across
States. On the other hand, the role of government schools has declined both in number and enrolment of
students. Another study on Barriers to School Education in Chhattisgarh showed that multiple impediments
to education included socio-economic conditions, school infrastructure and local security, especially the
conflict situation that prevailed in more than fifty percent of the districts of the State. The Council undertook
a study for the National Human Rights Commission to examine the problems of surrogates and suggested
need for effective mechanism for regulation.

A couple of evaluation studies on digital literacy, legal literacy and e-swabilambika programmes of the
Government of India showed a digital divide across states, patriarchal grip that restricted women from
acquiring legal knowledge and restrictive access to internet and computers for trained women.

To provide a forum to scholars, activists, policy makers, practitioners and media, the Council organised
seminars, workshops, and memorial lectures. A national seminar in Delhi on “Liberating Farmers from Debt
Trap” and an international seminar in Hyderabad on “Agrarian Situation and Recent Rural Policies in India
and China” were organised. Another national seminar on “Indian Perspectives on Social Sector Issues and
Sustainable Development Goals” was held in Delhi.

The Council held consultations on the government’s Draft New Education Policy, 2016, and on the topic of
“Towards a New Strategy for Research and Advocacy in the Field of Education”. A workshop on “Democracy
and Minority Rights”, organised at Delhi, underlined the issues and problems of Minorities in Indian democracy.
The SRC, Hyderabad, held several workshops on the Methodology of Social Science Research, with focus
on training young scholars in quantitative methods. The Durgabai Deshmukh Memorial Lecture focused
on Codified Hindu Law and its impact on gender relations. The C.D. Deshmukh Memorial Lecture put the
spotlight on Changing Political Economy of Media in India.

The Council’s bi-annual Social Development Report 2016 on Disability Rights Perspectives, presented new
research in disability study, while the first of its kind, Telangana Social Development Report 2017, presented
a comprehensive status of social sector development in the State.

The Right to Education Forum focused on status of education while the Social Development Forum discussed
the social sector allocations in the Union Budget, dissected black economy in the context of demonetisation,
held panel discussions on the Bandung legacy of Afro-Asian Unity, and on the Effectiveness of Inter-faith
Initiatives.

The Council wishes to place on record its gratitude to government and non-government organizations
for providing financial support and to academic colleagues from within and outside India for their help and
cooperation in pursuit of various activities. | express thanks to the President, members of the General Body,
Executive Committee, Administrative and Finance Committee, Research and Publication Committee for their
guidance. Faculty members have been a great source of strength for pursuing academic activities of the Council.
Administrative and other support staff have been kind and cooperative. | would like to thank all of them.

| place the Annual Report for 2016-2017 before you.

December 2017 Ashok Pankaj

COUNCIL FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT ANNUAL REPORT 2016-2017



Researen

CSD, Delhi
COMPLETED PROJECTS

Agriculture Credit

Gender and Development

Health and Nutrition

Digital/Legal Literacy in E-Governance
Migration and Labour

2016
2017



8 COUNCIL FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT ANNUAL REPORT 2016-2017



AGRICULTURE CREDIT
ACCESS TO INSTITUTIONAL CREDIT BY FARMERS IN EASTERN INDIA

Sponsoring Agency National Bank for Agriculture & Rural Dev. (NABARD)
Project Director Professor T. Haque
Associated Academic Staff Dr. Ankita Goyal, Mr. Gitesh Sinha, Ms. Jaya Lekshmi Nair

The objective of this research project was to analyse the trends and patterns of utilisation of production and
investment credit in agriculture in the Indian States of Bihar, Odisha, West Bengal, Jharkhand, and Eastern
Uttar Pradesh. It also aimed to assess the extent to which different categories of farmers, informal tenants,
and women farmers accessed institutional credit.

The study showed that institutional credit flow for agriculture and allied activities in India grew at the rate of
23 per cent between 2001-02 and 2013-14. The growth rate for short-term production credit (22.4 per cent)
increased at a faster rate than that of long-term investment credit (18.2 per cent). Commercial banks provided
most of the ground level credit (71.5 per cent

in 2013-14), whereas the corresponding share Legalise land leasing and women’s farm
of cooperative banks was low (16.9 per cent). ownership rights. SC/ST discrimination in
There was wide inter-regional disparity in the flow availing credit more social than systemic.
of ground level credit. In 2014-15, of the total

institutional credit, the Southern region’s share was

37.6 per followed by Northern region’s at 23.9 per cent. The corresponding shares of the Eastern and North-
eastern regions were only 9.5 per cent and 0.5 per cent respectively. Among the Eastern states, West Bengal
accounted for a share of 4.4 per cent whereas the corresponding shares of Bihar, Odisha, and Jharkhand
were very low, at 2.7 per cent, 2.0 per cent, and 0.3 per cent, respectively.

The study found widespread dependence of the small and marginal farmers, share- croppers, landless
farmers, and women farmers on informal or non-institutional sources of credit in all the regions covered.
These borrowers also paid high rates of interest on loans, which pushed them into a perpetual debt trap
situation. One of the key constraints for tenant farmers in accessing institutional credit was absence of a
written lease agreement owing to restrictive tenancy laws in India. Similarly, most women farmers did not
have land ownership rights and therefore failed to obtain loan. The study concluded that legalising land
leasing and ensuring women'’s land ownership rights will go a long way in improving access to institutional
credit for tenants and women farmers.

STUDY ON ACCESS TO INSTITUTIONAL CREDIT TO SMALL AND MARGINAL
FARMERS WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO SC/ST FARMERS

Sponsoring Agency Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR)
Project Director Dr. Ankita Goyal
Associated Academic Staff Mr. Gitesh Sinha

The twin objective of this research project was to document trends and patterns of loans taken by small and
marginal farmers, especially of those belonging to the Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe communities
(SC and ST), from formal and informal sources, and also to analyse the constraints faced by them in accessing
credit. The study, which was based on both
secondary and primary data, was conducted in the
Indian States of Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, and
Odisha, with a sample size of 300 farmers across
different groups and social categories.

Legalise land leasing and women’s farm
ownership rights. SC/ST discrimination in
availing credit more social than systemic.



The study indicated that the discrimination faced by SC/ST farmers in accessing credit was more social
than systemic. For instance, even within a village, their habitations were confined to a particular area away
from other social groups, which compelled them to travel longer distances to reach banks and other lending
institutions. It was found that the credit taken by the farmers was not exclusively utilised for one purpose,
and that the money was treated as a repository to be used whenever and in any way required, be it for
agriculture, investment in entrepreneurship, for expenditure on education or for emergency medical expenses.
Since there are no returns on consumption expenditures, and income from agriculture was not assured, the
probability of the farmer faltering in repayment was high. This was reinforced by the fact that a large number
of farmers in the six districts under study defaulted on repayment of their loans or were delayed in repayment.
Since non-repayment of credit constrains the borrowers from receiving further loans from any formal source,
farmers depending on such credit had to resort to private money-lenders or friends and relatives to meet
their expenses, even on exorbitant rates of interest. This pushed them into a vicious cycle of debt, leading to
penury and destitution.

GENDER AND DEVELOPMENT

ECONOMICS, ECOLOGY AND DEVELOPMENT: WOMEN’S ROADMAP FOR
UTTARAKHAND

Sponsoring Agency Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR)
Project Director Dr. Anamika Priyadarshini
Associated Academic Staff Mr. Prashant Mishra

The objective of this study was to understand and underline women'’s perspectives and vision of development
in the ecologically fragile state of Uttarakhand. The research was based on a survey by 1600 research
participants, followed by an ethnographic study and some Participatory Rapid Appraisals (PRAs). It was
conducted in Pithoragarh town and Talla Bhainskot village of Pithoragarh district, Uttarkashi town and Maneri,
Deedsaari and Bhatwari villages of Uttarkashi district in Uttarakhand. One of the two districts selected for the
study, Uttarkashi, was devastated in the 2012-13 floods with Deedsaari and Bhatwari villages falling under a
shifting zone, and consequently severely affected not only by the floods but also earthquakes over the past two
decades. On the other hand, Pithoragarh district was not impacted by any major natural disaster in the past 50
years, though Talla Bhainskot village is completely disconnected and severely affected during the rains.

The study highlighted different perceptions of women on development
issues in the two surveyed districts of Pithoragarh and Uttarkashi.
Women in Pithoragarh envisaged development primarily as enhancement
of infrastructural facilities such as improvement in roads, educational
institutions, hospitals, and livelihood opportunities. The women of
Uttarkashi, on the other hand, raised larger issues like the impact of reservations in the panchayats/wards and
on women’s space in the society and the economy. They challenged gender norms and displayed remarkable
awareness and sensitivity towards ecology and the environment. The study showed that women’s perceptions
in the two districts also varied from each other because of historical and socio-cultural reasons. For instance,
the women of Pithoragarh, which was part of a princely state, were more outgoing and progressive than their
counterparts in Uttarkashi, which had been part of the colonial administration. The relief and rehabilitation
measures in both districts were found to be influenced by social norms, and there was discrimination against
Dalits in terms of access to relief measures. It was also observed that the depletion of common property
resources had not only increased the risk of a national disaster, but also reduced the scope of livelihoods for
the poor people in the rural areas of the districts under study.

Women seek space in
society and environment.
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HEALTH AND NUTRITION
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN WELL-BEING AND IMPROVED CALORIE INTAKE

Sponsoring Agency Council for Social Development
Project Director Professor Imrana Qadeer
Associated Academic Staff Mr. Sourindra M. Ghosh

This project examines the ways in which shifts in calorie intakes continue Strengthen PDS and

to hurt peoples’ well-being, and aims to understand whether an increase MGNREGA to ensure

in calorie intake through the consumption of cheaper foods improves access to food for poor.
well-being.

The study showed that while there was a direct relationship between rising calories and Monthly Per Capita
Expenditure (MPCE) groups in each round, there was a decline in total calories over the years for the same
MPCE group. This decline was characterised by declining consumption of high-value foods and basic foods
including pulses. Oils and fats were the only exception to this rule, and among the lowest MPCE group, the
intake of calories actually improved over time rather than decline. This rise in their calorie intake was due to
the intake of basic and not high-value foods. The reversal in the decline in 2011-12 not only negated the thesis
of declining needs due to improved working conditions, but also underlined the value of this revival in policy
reviews as far as recommended dietary allowances (RDAs) and welfare programmes are concerned. The
improvement in calorie intake in 2-011-12 over 2009-19 showed that no one was worse off and some were
even better off (a Pareto improvement). Yet, there was no improvement in the consumption of high-quality
foods, which, in fact, declined even among the MPCE groups that showed an improvement in calorie intake,
as it did among the poorest. This improvement was due to an increase in the intake of basic foods (cereals
and pulses) rather than high-value foods like milk and meat. Eating out was an important factor, especially in
the rural areas, and among the poor for whom it was not a manifestation of luxury but instead signified access
to cheap, and quickly and easily available food, given their working constraints. In urban areas, people with
higher MPCE still ate out more than others. However, cheaper calorie intake and shrinking food expenditure
was observed at the lowest MPCE level urban expenditures on food but it did not fall; rural expenditures
showed a marginal decline. This decline in calorie and quality was associated with income pressures.

Thus, the study recommended that as the total calorie intakes respond to income stresses, it is crucial to
implement strategies in India’s planning processes that make incomes stable and provide work. Further,
a strategy aiming at the achievement of basic food sufficiency at affordable prices is considered more
appropriate as compared to commercial strategies of fortification and micronutrient promotion. It may thus
be concluded that government programmes such as the Public Distribution System (PDS) and the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) need to be strengthened to ensure access to
basic food, especially for the poor.

DIGITALLEGAL LITERACYINE-GOVERANCE

DIGITAL LITERACY TRAINING TO NON-IT LITERATE CITIZENS: IMPACT ASSESSMENT
OF THE NATIONAL DIGITAL LITERACY MISSION (NDLM)

Sponsoring Agency CSC E-Governance Services India Ltd., Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology
Project Director Dr. Poornima M.
Associated Academic Staff Mr. Gitesh Sinha, Ms. Ramandeep Kaur

The basic objective of this project was to evaluate the NDLM Digital literacy be directed towards
training on various aspects such as beneficiary coverage, utility services not social media.
training infrastructure, training components, and utilisation. Women-friendly measures needed
The study included a sample of 30,000 beneficiaries, who to enhance their participation.
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constituted 3 per cent of the total beneficiaries, through the stratified random sampling method. A structural
beneficiary schedule was canvassed through telephone.

The overall assessment of the programme indicated that its implementation has been satisfactory, but
there are pronounced regional variations in implementation and impact. An assessment of the gender-wise
distribution of the beneficiaries showed that more than one-third of the total beneficiaries were female. As
regards the caste-wise data, it showed that 43.45 per cent of the beneficiaries were from Other Backward
Class (OBC), 20 per cent were from Scheduled Caste (SC), and 7.14 per cent were from Scheduled Tribe
(ST). The trainees were found to use digital devices for various purposes, including accessing emails,
internet browsing, and logging on to social media sites like Facebook and WhatsApp. A large number of
respondents were, however, not able to utilise their learning as they lacked access to a digital device after
the training period.

The study recommended that the training modules should be designed as per the needs of the beneficiaries
belonging to diverse age and educational groups. Due to server and technical problems such as crowding
on the portal, examinations for providing certificates to the beneficiaries were not conducted on time in
some states. It was, therefore, recommended that the examination could be conducted for different states
in different time slots. It was observed that students who took the training, use digital devices mostly for
accessing WhatsApp and Facebook, and for playing games. Thus, there is need to emphasise the usage of
digital devices for accessing other utility-based online government services.

LEGAL AWARENESS AND ACCESS TO JUSTICE FOR THE MARGINALISED
SECTIONS: IMPACT ASSESSMENT OF THE LEGAL LITERACY PROGRAMME (LLP)
IN RAJASTHAN

Sponsoring Agency CSC E-Governance Services India Ltd., Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology

Project Director Dr. Poornima M.

Associated Academic Staff Ms. Ramandeep Kaur, Mr. Gitesh Sinha, Ms. Taarika Singh

The ‘Access to Justice’ Project is being implemented by the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) across eight states of the country with a view to improving legal literacy among the marginalised
population. This study was aimed at evaluating the impact of the training programme by examining the
coverage of the targeted beneficiaries of Legal Literacy Programme (LLP), by understanding the perception
of the trainees on the mode of delivery of the programme.
It also recognised and analysed the impact of the legal
awareness training amongst the trained beneficiaries to
highlight the overall outcome of LLP in different districts
of Rajasthan in terms of promotion of access to justice.
The study was conducted by using telephonic and field
survey methods. The stratified random sampling method
was used to ensure coverage of the population belonging to various sub-categories in the sample. Field work
was undertaken in Alwar, Dausa, and Jaipur districts of the state. A sample of 4,789 was drawn for the study,
of which a total of 3,439 respondents were finally interviewed.

Dominant Patriarchal norms
prevent women’s space. Gender
sensitization should be promoted to
create gender-neutral environment.

The study found that participation of women in the LLP was limited in comparison to that of men, as dominant
patriarchal norms prevented women from entering the public sphere. The proportions of general, Other
Backward Class, Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe participants in the LLP were 26 per cent, 48 per cent,
18 per cent, and 8 per cent, respectively. The duration of training was approximately 2-3 hours on the same
day, and covered six themes. However, the percentage of trainees who were able to avail of justice after the
training was notably small. Only 1 per cent of the female trainees and 4 per cent of the male trainees were
reported to have availed of justice after receiving training in legal literacy.
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The study recommends that women-friendly measures should be promoted to increase the participation of
women in the legal awareness programme. Further, gender sensitisation should also be promoted as part of
the training to create a gender-neutral environment. The content of the training material should be published
in regional languages to make it more accessible to the people. Village Level Educators (VLEs) should be
imparted formal training as part of the LLP to enable them to become qualified paralegal professionals who
can assist community members in availing justice. The training should be organised over a number of days,
to enable it to cover a larger range of issues across different sessions.

MIGRATION AND LABOUR
EVALUATION STUDY OF THE MIGRATION OF LABOUR TO AND FROM KARNATAKA

Sponsoring Agency Karnataka Evaluation Authority
Project Director Dr. Anamika Priyadarshini
Associated Academic Staff Mr. Prashant Mishra

The proposed research intended to understand the push and pull factors of migration in the State of Karnataka
by analysing the available data, literature and survey of migrant labourers in the state. Its specific objectives
were to understand how individuals arrived at migration decision, to what extent the decision reflected
individual aspirations and the role played by the household and community in decision-making. It tried to
understand which of the reasons such as poverty, crop failure, small landholdings, and lack of employment
opportunities in the places of domicile, could be accounted for the migration.

The study was conducted among a sample of 518 migrant
labourers in six districts of three Indian states, viz. Karnataka,
Maharashtra and Goa. It shows that about 60 per cent of
the workers reported lack of jobs in their domicile state as
the main reason for their migration. A majority of the migrant
workers (68 per cent) belonged to the Scheduled Caste,
Scheduled Tribe and Other Backward Class and most of
them were landless. Women labourers reported facing discrimination at the destination or place of migration.
Most of the workers reported that they enjoyed better living conditions at their origin place than at the place
of migration.

Generate livelihoods at local level
to stem migration. Workers should
be trained on their rights.

There is need for effective implementation of the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MNREGS) and for generating livelihood options at local level. Stringent law/policies must be enforced
to counter the monopoly of unregistered contractors, who charge hefty commissions from migrant workers
for finding jobs for them. Organisations and Cells meant for the protection of rights of migrant workers,
especially women, for ensuring their safety at the workplace must be strengthened. Provisions must be made
for organising regular training workshops to educate workers about their rights. Policies ensuring migrant
workers’ easy access to basic services such as health, sanitation and other necessary welfare services need
to be formulated.
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ONGOING PROJECTS

HARNESSING AND LEVERAGING THE DEMOGRAPHIC DIVIDEND THROUGH
INCLUSIVE AND EQUITABLE EDUCATION AND SKILL DEVELOPMENT

Sponsoring Agency Indian Council of Social Science Research (Under Durgabai Deshmukh Chair)
Project Director Professor Narendra Jadhav

The objectives of this study are to analyse the demographic dividend available for India up till 2030, its
overall extent, as well as its specific dimensions including social and religious distribution, to identify the
gaps in terms of key indicators that need to be filled so as to fully harness and leverage the dividend both,
qualitatively as well as quantitatively, and lastly to suggest a detailed roadmap of policy measures covering
areas such as school education, higher education, vocational education and technical education that are
critical for achieving in a phased manner the desired levels of the key indicators identified.

The study is mainly based on secondary data and close interactions with experts in the National Institution for
Transforming India (NITI) Aayog, Union Ministry of Human Resource Development, Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment, and other Ministries, as well as with the National Skill Development Agency.

A STUDY OF CUSTOMARY LAND TENURE SYSTEM IN MEGHALAYA AND
JHARKHAND

Sponsoring Agency Rights and Resources Initiative (RRI), Washington DC
Project Director Professor T. Haque
Associated Academic Staff Dr. Ankita Goyal

It is widely reported that the 5th and 6th Scheduled Areas in India, which are pre-dominantly populated by
tribal community, are facing increasing problems of land conflict due to the non-recognition of customary
land rights. Against this backdrop, the objectives of this study are to analyse the nature of customary
land tenure systems in the selected scheduled areas; to identify the status of locals versus non-locals
in managing land resources in the scheduled areas; to pinpoint the steps taken by the concerned state
governments to undertake survey settlement operations, or codify the customary laws; and also to analyse
the extent to which women have secure land rights under the customary laws of various states in the
selected scheduled areas.

The study is slated to be conducted in all districts of Meghalaya and one representative district each from
Santhal Parganas Division and Chhota Nagpur Division in Jharkhand. It would be mainly driven by focus
group discussions and interviews of selected male and female-headed farm households, as well as village
chiefs and local officers.

SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACTS OF ‘CATEGORY B’ ASSETS UNDER MGNREGS:
INCOME AND LIVELIHOOD PROMOTION AMONG PARA-5 BENEFICIARIES

Sponsoring Agency National Institute of Rural Development (NIRD), Hyderabad, through the Ministry of
Rural Development (MoRD), Government of India

Project Director Professor Ashok Pankaj

Associated Academic Staff Dr. Mondira Bhattacharya, Mr. Rajender Singh

This objectives of this study are to evaluate the distribution of individual assets under Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), 2005, across beneficiary households, and to assess
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the socio-economic impact of individual MGNREGA assets on beneficiary households. These assets include
land development, livelihood creation, construction of houses under the Indira Awaas Yojana, as well as assets
aimed at promoting livestock and fisheries. The beneficiary households include Scheduled Castes (SCs),
Scheduled Tribes (STs), Below the Poverty Line (BPL) families, beneficiaries of land reforms, beneficiaries
under the Indira Awaas Yojana of the Government of India, small and marginal farmers as defined in the
Agriculture Debt Waiver and Debt Relief Scheme, 2008, followed by beneficiaries under Other Traditional
Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006.

The study is based on both, the primary and secondary, data. Secondary information has been taken from
the MGNREGA website while the primary data has been collected through field surveys in the States of
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Sikkim, and Tamil Nadu. A sample of 320 beneficiaries of individual assets and
80 beneficiaries of community assets has been selected for conducing in-depth interviews.

TRANSFORMATIONS IN AGRARIAN RELATIONS IN THE TIMES OF AGRARIAN
CRISIS IN INDIA AND WELL-BEING OF SMALL-MARGINAL FARMERS AND
LANDLESS AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS: A STUDY OF FOUR STATES, KERALA,
MADHYA PRADESH, ODISHA AND RAJASTHAN

Sponsoring Agency Indian Council of Social Science Research
Project Director Dr. Akhil Alha
Associated Academic Staff Dr. Santosh Varma up to May 20, 2016 and Mr. Chetan Khanna up to May 27, 2016

The objective of the study is to explore the changes that have taken place in the agrarian structures during the
period of the agrarian crisis which started in the 1990’s pertaining to tenancy, production relations, changes
in the rural labour market, emergence of new migration streams, and changes in the existing ones. The study
tries to explore the changes in agrarian structures in India with special emphasis on the land-lease and
tenancy agreements.

The study is based on both, primary and secondary sources, and involves a sample size of 800 farming
households selected through the stratified random sampling method from four States of Kerala, Madhya Pradesh,
Odisha, and Rajasthan.

SCHEDULED CASTE ENTREPRENEURSHIP: STATUS, CONSTRAINTS AND
CHALLENGES - A STUDY OF PUNJAB, UTTAR PRADESH, AND MAHARASHTRA

Sponsoring Agency Indian Council of Social Science Research
Project Directors Professor K.B. Saxena, Professor Ashok Pankaj (Co-Director)
Associated Academic Staff Dr. Akhil Alha

The proposed study aims to examine the constraints and challenges faced by Dalit entrepreneurs
and to understand the various forms of discrimination faced by them. The specific objectives of the
study are to examine the barriers to the establishment and sustenance of business firms owned/
run by Dalits owing to discrimination against them on the basis of their caste identity through
detailed case studies in select districts in three states — Maharashtra, Punajb and Uttar Pradesh,
and to understand whether globalisation and liberalisation of the Indian economy has provided
more opportunities to the Scheduled Caste or whether capitalist development has reinforced
existing barriers.

This study makes use of both, quantitative and qualitative, data. It will make use of Micro Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME) data to examine the number of Scheduled Caste entrepreneurs in the three states. About
70 Dalit entrepreneurs (including petty, small and large ones) in each state will be interviewed by providing a
structured questionnaire.
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THE LOGIC OF INDIAN RECOMMENDED DIETARY ALLOWANCES

Sponsoring Agency Council for Social Development
Project Director Professor Imrana Qadeer
Associated Academic Staff Mr. Sourindra M. Ghosh, Dr. Arathi. P. M.

This study takes off from an earlier work which shows a decline in calorie intakes in India. The specific
objective of the study is to review the history of the evolution of Recommended Dietary Allowances (RDASs)
for calories for India by the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) (2010) which have also been lowered
since 1990 and, to examine the scientific validity of this lowering by examining the available evidence and the
policy implications of these recommendations.

This work is based on secondary data review of the history of RDAs in India, the factors that influenced the
decisions, the shifts in the recommendations over time, and the implications for policy. The sources of data
that have been examined are the documents produced by ICMR expert committee reports since 1958 and
historical literature and scientific studies selected by different institutions to assess the energy requirements
of different categories of workers. In addition, the study intends to examine the National Sample Survey
Office (NSSO) data on the hours of work, type of workers recorded, and data in other available sources such
as the India Human Development Survey (IHDS), Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), World Health
Organisation (WHO) and United Nations University (UNU) reports, among others.

REACH AND ROLE OF PRIVATE SCHOOLS IN INDIA

Sponsoring Agency Nehru Memorial Trust for Cambridge University
Project Director Professor Ashok Pankaj
Associated Academic Staff Dr. Poornima M., Mr. Gitesh Sinha, Ms. Ramandeep Kaur, Ms. Taarika Singh

The project aims to analyse the status of privatisation of elementary education in India and to assess the
reach and role of private schools from the supply and demand side. It also aims to examine the reasons for
parents getting attracted to private schools, and the financial implications, especially for the poor families.
Further, it would study the facilities and quality of education in private schools vis-a-vis government schools,
the fee structure in private schools, and their impact on the lower segments of the society as well as the
implications of privatisation in realising the objectives of Articles 14 and 15 of the Constitution providing for
‘equality before law’ and ‘prohibition of discrimination’ on various grounds.

Both primary and secondary data have been used for the study. Firstly, the available secondary data has been
desk-reviewed in order to assess the status, reach, and quality of private and government schools across
the four States in India selected for the study, viz. Karnataka, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, and Uttar Pradesh.
The primary data has been collected from five villages of identified blocks in select district of each state.
The district, block, and the villages selected are based on the index value obtained in the indicators of
concentration of private schools to the proportion enrolment in them in rural areas.

DIGITAL EMPOWERMENT OF NON-IT LITERATE CITIZENS: AN ALL-INDIA
EVALUATION OF DIGITAL SAKSHARTA ABHIYAN (DISHA)

Sponsoring Agency CSC E-Governance Services India Ltd., Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology
Project Director Dr. Poornima M.
Associated Academic Staff Ms. Ramandeep Kaur, Mr. Gitesh Sinha, Ms. Taarika Singh

The Digital Saksharta Abhiyan (DISHA) was implemented in 2015 to provide Information Technology (IT)
literacy to 42.5 lakh non-IT literate persons. The present study aims at assessing the role of DISHA in providing
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IT literacy to the targeted beneficiaries. The specific objectives of the study are to examine the coverage of
targeted beneficiaries as per the criteria of selection adopted by the DISHA; to assess the training module and
its compatibility with the objectives of the programme; to examine the availability of the training infrastructure
with the service providers, that is, training institutes; to examine the impact of the training outcome on the
beneficiaries; and lastly to suggest measures for improving implementation of the programme.

An Impact Assessment Framework covering the dimensions and indicators has been developed. A sample
of 30,000 beneficiaries has been drawn through the stratified random sampling method. The targeted
beneficiaries were interviewed over telephone.

A STUDY TO UNDERSTAND THE LEGAL RIGHTS AND CHALLENGES OF
SURROGATES FROM MUMBAI AND DELHI

Sponsoring Agency National Human Rights Commission
Project Director Dr. Arathi P. M.
Associated Academic Staff Ms. Ramya Palavajjhala, Ms. Bedadyuti Jha

This study will be conducted in the cities of New Delhi and Mumbai to understand surrogacy practices and
legal obstacles in the development of best practices that should be adopted for protecting the rights of the
surrogate mothers. The specific objectives of the study are to understand the impact of the new proposed
law on the surrogacy practice in both the cities; to explore the challenges and difficulties in seeking justice
by surrogate mothers due to violation of their rights; and lastly to develop best practices in the domain of
surrogacy to minimise exploitation involved in both, commercial and altruistic, surrogacy.

This study is empirical in nature and based on short-term rigorous ethnographic study. It includes in-depth
interviews with semi-structured, open-ended interview schedules among the surrogates and their family
members (including those who have already delivered surrogate baby in the last five years). The study will uses
purposive sampling and other research tools like observation; unstructured interviews with staff members of
In-vitro Fertilisation (IVF) clinics and agents; structured interviews of IVF specialists and doctors; and Focus
Group Discussions at surrogacy hostels.

BARRIERS TO PRIMARY EDUCATION IN CHHATTISGARH: A STUDY OF BASTAR AND
SUKMA DISTRICTS

Sponsoring Agency New Education Group-Foundation for Innovation and Research in Education (NEG-FIRE)
Project Directors Professor Ashok Pankaj, Dr. Susmita Mitra
Associated Academic Staff Ms. Antora Borah, Mr. Gitesh Sinha

The tribal population of Chhattisgarh has an abysmally poor level of school education, mainly due to poverty,
geographically scattered habitation, and the prevalence of Left-wing extremism in the state. In this backdrop,
this study identifies the various barriers to elementary education in the tribal-dominated areas of Bastar and
Sukma districts of Chhattisgarh, which have been most affected by conflict. It also seeks to examine the
level of infrastructure and basic services related to school education and to document the education-related
experiences of children, teachers, and community members.

The study makes use of both the primary and secondary data. The National Statistical Office (NSO) unit level
data for the state and District Information System for Education data for the two selected districts have been
analysed to examine the issues of enrolment, dropouts, school infrastructure, teachers’ training, and other related
aspects of school education. The National Council of Educational Research and Training data from National
Achievement Report on learning outcomes have been examined to assess the level of learning. Samples of 60
teachers, 200 students, and 200 parents have been interviewed through structured questionnaires during the
field survey and Focused Group Discussions held with SMC members and villagers.
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WAGE EMPLOYMENT VERSUS SELF EMPLOYMENT: OPPORTUNITY, ACCESS AND
IMPACT ON WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT

Sponsoring Agency Indian Council of Social Science Research
Project Director Professor Ashok Pankaj

The study aims at a comparative study of access, opportunity and impact of wage employment versus self-
employment of women in India in order to understand the different social, cultural, and economic barriers to
women’s participation in wage and self-employment; to analyse which of the two has greater empowerment
effects; and lastly to explore if there are any significant differences in degree, quality, and long-term gender
development impacts of wage employment vis-a-vis self-employment.

The study has been carried out in the States of Andhra Pradesh and Bihar in a comparative framework. It
is largely based on a primary survey, though it also makes use of secondary sources to put problems and
findings of the study in a context. The primary survey involves a sample of 400 wage employed women and
400 self-employed women from both the states.

GOOD PRACTICES IN RESETTLEMENT: AN APPROACH TO IMPROVING
DEVELOPMENT OUTCOMES

Sponsoring Agency Indian Council of Social Science Research
Project Director Professor Hari Mohan Mathur

The objectives of this project are to carry out a comparative analysis of good practices related to resettlement
planning and implementation in India and abroad, and to analyse the key factors that have contributed to such
practices. It also aims to suggest ways by which the good practices could be followed by other projects/plans
to improve resettlement outcomes. The study also aims to disseminate lessons learnt from good practices for
use by resettlement planners and practitioners working on projects for governments, international development
agencies, and management training institutions, as also researchers and students in universities.

The project is based on extensive desk study of published documents on resettlement literature that also
includes a review of international good practices. The study will also entail field visits at selected project sites in
order to interact with affected people, NGOs and other interested individuals/groups to obtain their feedback.

WHAT WORKS FOR TEACHERS: EVIDENCE FROM SOME INNOVATIVE PROJECTS
AND OTHER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES FOR TEACHERS IN
MARGINALISED SETTINGS

Sponsoring Agency The Brookings Institution, Washington DC
Project Director Dr. Suman Sachdeva
Associated Academic Staff Dr. Venita Kaul, Ms. Sandhya Paranjpai, Dr. Poornima M.

This study stems from the need to enhance learning outcomes and leadership skills of adolescent girls
from marginalised communities in India who are participating in the residential education programmes of
the government. The objectives of the study are to identify good practices and teachers’ empowerment
approaches in residential school settings to deliver inclusive quality education for enhanced learning and
leadership skills in adolescent girls. It also aims to create evidence on what works for the development of
teachers in marginalised settings. Lastly, another aspect of the study pertains to advocacy for continuous
development approaches for teachers in residential schools for marginalised students.

The study is based on a desk review and primary survey.
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FELLOWSHIPS

SISTER NIVEDITA'S ENGAGEMENT WITH COLONIAL BENGAL

Sponsoring Agency Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR)
Project Director Dr. Reba Som, Senior Fellow

This is a biography of Margaret Noble, inspired by Swami Vivekananda, who came to India in 1898 and made
it her home. She was initiated into the vows of a Brahmacharini and given the name Sister Nivedita by Swamiji.
The epitaph at the Darjeeling House where she died in 1911 reads: ‘Here reposes Sister Nivedita who gave her
all to India’. Yet the extraordinary engagement that Sister Nivedita had with India remains a footnote in history.
With her 150th birth anniversary falling on October 2017, it is an opportune time to delve into Sister Nivedita’s
multi-layered engagement with late 19th to early 20th century India, which was then experiencing great social
and political change. Apart from her zeal for educational reform among women, her literary qualities, deep
social commitment, passion for art and interest in science coupled with an underlying sympathy with the
revolutionary cause, opened up many avenues for her to enter the labyrinth of contemporary Indian history
to discover its tensions and conflicts. But central to this story was her complex relationship with Swami
Vivekananda, whom she addressed as ‘King’ in her early letters, with the honorific evolving to ‘Master’ and
then ‘Father’ in later years, reflecting the transformation that came about in her perception of and relation with
him, reflecting the considerable emotional struggle that both of them went through in the process.

This study brings out the human elements in the story of Sister Nivedita’s engagement with India, replete with
anecdotes culled from her voluminous collection of Letters. Research for the study was based on primary
sources such as Sister Nivedita’s Collected Works in five volumes, and Letters and Correspondence in two
volumes; library research in Delhi and Kolkata for a study of several secondary works; and oral transcripts
and photo collections.

The study has been published in a book titled, Margot: Sister Nivedita of Vivekananda by Penguin Random
House. The book will be of interest to scholars of political and social history, religion, art, literature, and
women’s history.

MAKING EDUCATION A FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT: INTERROGATING THE PREMISE,
PRINCIPLES, PROMISES AND PROSPECTS

Sponsoring Agency Indian Council of Social Science Research
Project Director Professor R. Govinda, National Fellow

This project attempts to examine the status of education as a fundamental human right in India within the
global human rights framework, on the one hand, and its interface with equality and justice, on the other
hand, in a Constitutional democracy. The project also examines the place of education as a human right in
the Constitutions of selected countries. The study is based on a desk review of existing literature. The work
involves extensive library research work for finding both, historical and contemporary, evidence. The work
also involves writing a section on how the Right to Education has been treated in the Constitutions of two
selected countries namely, Canada and South Africa, with a federal political structure.
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A GLIMPSE INTO THE MINDS OF THE AGED IN TERMS OF GUILT AND OTHER
RELATED FACTORS

Sponsoring Agency Indian Council of Social Science Research
Project Director Dr. Meenakshi Saxena, Senior Fellow

This study is designed to investigate the experiences of the elderly in the light of some significant psychological
variables, such as level of cognitive functioning, proneness to guilt, locus of control, personality, and
hopefulness. It aims to study the patterns of shame and guilt emanating from the past, and the resultant
behaviour such as depression and other coping mechanisms.

The participants of will be divided into six groups: Groups A and B shall comprise those due to retire in one
year, and those who had retired approximately a year ago, respectively. Groups 1, 2, and 3 will include the Old
(aged 60 years and above), Older old (aged 70 years and above), and Oldest Old (aged 80 years and above),
respectively of 30 participants each. The participants in Groups A and B shall not be included in Group 1.
Attempt will be made to include equal number of male and female participants in the sample. At least 30 care-
givers who are actually residing with the aged in the family will also be included amongst the participants.
The data will primarily be qualitative in nature, and will be corroborated with some quantitative measures. The
tools of the investigation will include: Demographic Data Sheet, Semi-structured Interview Schedule, Mini
Mental Status Examination, Guilt and Shame Proneness Scale, Rotter’s Internal-External scale, Eyesenck’s
Personality Questionnaire, the Adult Trait Hope Scale, and also the Semi-structured Interview Schedule for
care-givers. The data will be analysed using a thematic analysis.

IMPROVING SMALL-HOLDER AGRICULTURAL SUPPLY RESPONSE TO MANAGE
FOOD INFLATION, MEET RISING URBAN FOOD DEMAND AND ADAPT TO CLIMATE
CHANGE

Sponsoring Agency Indian Council of Social Science Research
Project Director Dr. Deepak Dasgupta, Senior Fellow

Although agricultural supply response has steadily improved in India reaching well above population growth
rate, food inflation has in recent times become a persistent problem mainly due to scarcity of land and water
resources, rapid urban growth, and climate change. The main objective of this study is to analyse past
patterns on these issues and the prospects for the future, to arrive at some conclusions on the main issues
looming on India over the next three decades (till 2050). In this context, the study aims to explore ways of
improving smallholder agricultural supply response to manage food inflation, under climatic shocks.

The first phase of the study is based on a desk review of the existing literature entailing documentation of
the history of smallholder and agricultural productivity growth in India and its comparison with China. It
will assess the varying effects of policy and climate shocks, especially with regard to pulses. The project
will also examine which areas are likely to be affected the most by ongoing and future climate changes. In
addition, it will analyse cropping patterns, water-use and other shifts that are currently taking place to deal
with challenges on the ground.

20 COUNCIL FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT ANNUAL REPORT 2016-2017



Researen

CSD-SRC, Hyderabad
COMPLETED PROJECTS

Food Security

Human Rights and Tribals
Gender Violence

Other Backward Classes
Financial Globalisation

Trade Unions

Displacement

Scheduled Caste Livelihoods
Micro Finance

2016
2017

21



2 2 COUNCIL FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT ANNUAL REPORT 2016-2017



FOOD SECURITY
FOOD SECURITY IN TELANGANA

Sponsoring Agency Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Chair-Core Project
Project Director Professor S. Indrakant

Undivided Andhra Pradesh was surplus in production of rice. Surplus was contributed mostly by Coastal
Districts. It has been argued that post bifurcation, Telangana would face food shortage.

The study focussed on the production of rice, cereals and

pulses in Telangana during the last two decades using official Self-Help Groups should manage
data for analysis both, at state and district levels, and analysed Fair Price Shops. Ration cards
consumer expenditure on rice, cereals and pulses by region portability be extended.

(i.e., Rural and Urban), by deciles and by occupation class

using unit-level data of various Rounds of National Sample

Survey Office (NSSO) viz. 1993-94, 2004-05, 2009-10 and 2011-12 on Consumer Expenditure. Comparative
analysis of consumption of households having different types of cards was made to assess the contribution
of Public Distribution System (PDS) to the household consumption.

It suggested that in the interest of the consumers and farmers of the two States i.e. Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh, free movement of paddy across the States should be permitted for at least next five years. The
impact of technology seems to be declining with the passage of time. Therefore, efforts must be made
to see that the fruits of research in laboratory were taken to the land by continuous Agriculture Extension
Programmes. The PDS can play effective role in ensuring food security. The State must make serious efforts
to strengthen it. The study has suggested a number of such measures.

Some of the measures suggested are enhancement of the scale of ration to meet their full requirement of
foodgrains; encouraging Self-Help Groups to manage Fair Price Shops and to extend the portability of ration
card to the entire state so as to break the monopoly of Fair Price Shop dealer and give flexibility to ration
card holders.

HUMAN RIGHTS AND TRIBALS

CONSTITUTIONAL GEOGRAPHIES AND CARTOGRAPHIES OF IMPUNITY: HUMAN
RIGHTS AND ADIVASIS/TRIBES IN CONTEMPORARY INDIA

Sponsoring Agency Council of Social Development Core-under Grant-in-Aid, Government of Telangana
Project Director Professor Kalpana Kannabiran

The right to liberty for Adivasi (tribal) communities is expressed in terms of territoriality —homelands that could
be mobile or fixed, which confer a particular identity on its people, enabling distinct livelihood practices.
Relations of land have been at the core of the Adivasi engagement with the

law and the Constitution—both in the case of the peasant and non-peasant Looking at human
communities— engagements that have signalled major victories through taking rights of Adivasis.
struggles into courts of law.

This project, based on a large corpus of available published sources gathered over three years as part of
the creation of the database on Adivasi rights in CSD, explores the fields of Constitutionalism and Human
Rights with specific reference to tribes/Adivasis in India. In doing this, the attempt has been to trace some
connections that emerge from collective engagements with the Constitution and law with respect to Adivasi
rights in India. Popular sovereignty has given voice to practices of sustainability, environmental protection, the
nurturing of ecological systems, traditional knowledge systems and the indispensable right “to stay put”—
refusal to move.
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This research is the culmination of five years of work in the area of Adivasi Studies at CSD, Hyderabad, which
included the creation of a comprehensive archive of published and unpublished work.

The project attempted to trace the theoretical linkages between ideas of sovereignty, territoriality, liberty, and
constitutionalism, to propose the contours of an Adivasi human rights imaginary through the mapping of
(a) geographies of Adivasi experience, (b) human rights engagements on the Adivasi question, (c) the Adivasi
women’s question, (d) land and dispossession, and (e) freedom of religion.

GENDER VIOLENCE

ADVOCACY-BASED RESEARCH ON FAMILY LAW REFORM TO CHALLENGE GENDER-
BASED VIOLENCE: INDIA CASE STUDY

Sponsoring Agencies Council of Social Development in partnership with Women'’s Learning Partnership and
Asmita Resource Centre for Women
Project Director Professor Kalpana Kannabiran

The research project involving interviews, archival research and study of Indian government’s National Crime
Research Bureau (NCRB) data over 30 years around the question of domestic violence and its inter-linkages
with gender- based discrimination in family laws from the early 1980s to 2016, analysed feminist debates,
advocacy, legal reform and the growth of jurisprudence and public policy (national and international). The
objective was to trace the trajectory of the cascading potential of feminist advocacy that ranges from street
demonstrations to unmasking institutional habitations to
legislative interventions drawing together the learning across
the three decadal period. The aim was (a) to track women’s
rights in the family under different personal law regimes and
the shifts therein, (b) to narrate the history of reform (and
obstruction to reform) in independent India through all the
religious personal law traditions, through an exploration of
majority-minority debates and the construction of gender therein, (c) to provide a brief history of feminist
organising around the family since the early 1980s, drawing its connections to law reform, through a snapshot
of voices from the struggle for feminist legal reform drawing on feminist archives that document campaigns
to end violence, interlinking advocacy lobbying for law reform, campaigns and consciousness raising and
legislative change, (d) Given the significance of the minority question in India, to trace the developments in
feminist advocacy among community organisers and leaders working with Muslim women, underscoring the
ways in which the spirit of public laws and international standards begin to suffuse community adjudicatory
forums as well, (e) study the intersections in family law jurisprudence in the three decades under review and,
(f) to trace the ruptures in practices of endogamy — caste and religious — evident in the troubling occurrences
of crimes against choice marriages (‘honour’ crimes).

Linked to gender-based
discrimination in family laws.
Gender hegemonies mark
violence in lives of tribal women.

The core strengths of the feminist movement against violence in India have been the steady emergence of
survivors as leaders of the movement to end violence, and the intersectional approach to women’s rights. This
mapping of the trajectories of rights advocacy, legislation and the rise of new sensibilities and consciousness,
we hope, will serve a twin purpose: provide a template through which we may begin to understand other
social movements; and offer a template to think through transversal politics for women’s rights, in which
engagements with legal regimes are critical.
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MAPPING VIOLENCE IN THE LIVES OF ADIVASI WOMEN: A STUDY FROM
JHARKHAND

Sponsoring Agency Council for Social Development-CORE
Project Director Ms. Kriti Sharma

This paper attempts to map habitations of violence in the lives of Adivasi (tribal) women of Jharkhand who
live within the power structure of the family system and the society and are further entrapped in gender
hegemonies that are part of larger shifts in the political economy. Active negation of the political, economic,
social and cultural rights expounded under United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, 2007 has
been most pronounced for the Scheduled Tribes situated in
Jharkhand. Various scholars have engaged with their colonial
and neo-colonial exploitation and this study is a limited attempt
to capture the present burdens of the tribal women situated
here. Through sharing life experiences of Adivasi women in the
urban and rural landscape of Ranchi, a Schedule V district under the Indian Constitution; the author aims to
present their socio-legal realities along with an analysis on the enforcement of legal machinery in removing or
tightening the existing disparities.

Linked to gender-based
discrimination in family laws.
Gender hegemonies mark
violence in lives of tribal women.

OTHER BACKWARD CLASSES

THE OTHER BACKWARD CLASSES: EXCLUSION, EMPOWERMENT AND
MODERNISATION

Sponsoring Agency Indian Council of Social Science Research
Project Directors Professor S. Simhadri, Professor P. L. Vishweshwer Rao

The major objective of the study on Other Backward Classes (OBCs) was a historical examination of the
philosophies propagated by early reformers and contemporary thinkers; assessment of movements of social
inclusion that throw light on the process of modernisation and the development of inclusive policies in the
context of the Mandal Commission Report (on socially backward classes) and the resultant socio-political
situation and its consequences. The study also tries to map social and cultural assertions, identity social
capital of OBCs through mapping of castes; and attempts an assessment of the political exclusion of OBCs
and their interface with upper/other castes.

Methodologically, the study combined qualitative and
quantitative methods, and made use of statistical, computer
and cartographic tools to process data collected both, from
primary and secondary, sources. The output of the present
project deals with political and social thought over the past several centuries that opposed caste and sought
its annihilation, social movements among the Sudra communities across different regions of India especially
in the last century that germinated in response to ideas of modernity, equality, liberty and democratic values
and Thirdly, development policies and various initiatives of the state governments in different sectors for the
overall socio-economic development of the OBCs.

‘Most Backward Classes’
excluded from affirmative action.

Research studies conducted in eight States of Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,
Telangana, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal revealed that the OBCs face all-round developmental, institutional
and political exclusion. The situation of the more disempowered among the OBCs, namely the De-notified
Nomadic Tribes, Semi-nomadic communities, Women, Muslims and the numerically smaller communities
known as ‘Most Backward Class’ is worse.
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FINANCIAL GLOBALISATION
FINANCIAL GLOBALIZATION AND INDIA: INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL DIMENSIONS

Sponsoring Agency Indian Council of Social Science Research
Project Director Professor Rohit, Assistant Professor, Jawaharlal Nehru University

The project aimed at assessing the extent of “financialisation” of the Indian economy and its implications,
through an analysis of its macro-economic variables as well as the behaviour of banks, other financial
institutions, non-financial corporate sector and households. The external dimension, in terms of the quantum
and nature of capital flows and its impact on the exchange rate and
the external sector balance, was analysed. The project examined
whether the process of “financialisation” in India carries the risks
of increasing financial fragility and crisis, as was witnessed in the
advanced economies and many other developing countries under
financial globalisation, and draw possible policy conclusions with
regard to financial regulation. The research involved analysis of global financial and macroeconomic data as
well as macro-economic and financial data for the Indian economy related to overall and sectoral growth,
investment, consumption, credit, corporate finance, household savings, capital flows, balance of payments
etc. In some cases, macro-economic and financial data of OECD and other Emerging Economies can be
used. The period of analysis was mainly 1990 to the current period.

Analyses of fault lines in
post-globalisation decades
of economic growth.

Standard sources for global financial and economic data are the IMF, BIS, World Bank, UNCTAD and OECD;
data from the McKinsey Global Institute and the RAVE database of Credit Suisse have been accessed; for
India the data sources were RBI, Ministry of Finance, SEBI, CSO, NSSO, CMIE etc; statistical tables and
charts were used extensively; mathematical modelling and econometric analyses were undertaken.

Findings suggest that while trade and financial opening may have triggered faster growth almost a decade
after the initiation of reforms, a crucial role was played by the State in sustaining the boom by generating a
credit bubble through the public sector banking system, complemented by external debt finance. This has
resulted in increased financial fragility, manifested in an unprecedented rise in corporate indebtedness and
mirrored in the accumulation of bad debts in the banking system, alongside enhanced external vulnerability.
The study concludes with an analytical exposition depicting the fault lines of such a growth trajectory.

TRADE UNIONS

UNIONS, NEW FORMS OF COLLECTIVES IN KUTTANAD, ALAPPUZHA AND DIVERSE
NARRATIVES OF DEVELOPMENT IN KERALA: REPRESENTATION, NEGOTIATION AND
AGENCY

Sponsoring Agency Indian Council of Social Science Research
Project Director Dr. Meera Velayudhan, Post-Doctoral Fellow

The study analyses institutions (established trade unions of agricultural workers, coir workers, fish workers,
middle and large farmers) which are now major political actors and have become institutions that have
developed a life of their own, on the one hand, and on the other, are new forms of collectives since 1990s.
This study has examined (a) how they mediate struggles and the agency of actors and (b) how differential
interests, in particular caste and gender, are represented, negotiated and contended (c) experiential aspects
at varied levels of the collectives and forms of exclusions.

The study has focused on the post-1980’s period but located historically as well as within the ongoing public
debate on land use and agrarian distress in Kuttanad and on the future of traditional industries such as coir
in Alleppey and the diverse and contending narratives of development in contemporary Kerala. The study
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makes use of ethnographic data, community level field research through focused group discussion, informal
interviews and household survey in select villages.

Interviews with present younger generation of Pulaya labour, in particular women, suggests that while caste
slavery is a thing of the past, some of the state employment generation programs, include work assignment
on the land assets of upper castes and upper caste Christians. Concealed tenancy (tenancy is banned under
land reforms law) prevails and involved oral leasing of land (through Kudumbashree, co-operatives, gram
sabha/panchayat) every year for farming with advance payment of rent,
irrespective of crop failure. At a wider level, it could be about the Kuttanad
Package (directed at all sections of the local communities), including clean
drinking water, lack of employment for longer periods. On the other hand,
social life is linked with caste, community networks and identities and these
are gaining increasing significance in the lives labour, agricultural or other. It is in the discussions on caste or
community networks that sense of exclusion, inequities, in terms of resource bases, social life, political life
are revealed.

New political entities
with a life of their own.

These conversations have to be seen in the context of the institutionalisation of major trade unions as political
entities, emergence of other forms of labour organisations since 1980s. There is a shift in labour politics
and the language of class. Since the People’s Planning Campaign for democratic decentralisation from mid
1990s, led by the Left Parties, CPI-M in particular, with agency moving away from trade unions to a plurality of
organisations and serving a range of objectives, but linked with local governance. There is a shift away from
exclusive collective bargaining by workers to collective social activity. Caste and community forums have also
transformed, playing a more modern social and political role in the lives of workers, union members, party
activists or office bearers, impacting political mobilisation and shaping the multiple identities of workers and
their world views and aspirations.

DISPLACEMENT

STATUS OF DISPLACEMENT IN MALLANNA SAGAR RESERVOIR PROJECT IN
TELANGANA STATE

Sponsoring Agency Council for Social Development-CORE
Project Director Dr. Sunkari Satyam

The Government of Telangana State has proposed construction of Mallanna Sagar Reservoir which is intended
to distribute water through established system to irrigate agriculture lands of three districts, namely, Medak,
Nizamabad and Karimnagar. Some critics of the project consider it

irrelevant as it caters to irrigation needs for four months only while Social consequences of
the displacement of project affected people will lead to serious social submergence of farm land
consequences in terms of area of submergence (agricultural land and and livelihoods. Traditions

housing), loss of diverse livelihoods and more importantly, a tradition too submerged with lands.

of interactive social system within the submerged villages of proposed
project area.

The main objectives of the study are to establish baseline conditions of the project affected area; assess
the socio-economic impact of the project, find out the risk factors and impoverishment conditions of the
affected people and highlight issues in terms of the most vulnerable section of society in politico-economic
framework. The study adopted a three-pronged approach for collection of information: (a) field survey;
(b) collection of data from secondary sources and discussion with officials in government, non-officials and
local leaders in the study area; and (c) focus group discussion with various stakeholders. The interviews aim
at capturing the effects of anticipatory displacement on the studied community, strategies employed by local
people to deal with the situation.
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The proposed dam displacement has already affected the economic situation of the natives in terms of
lifestyle, educational environment of children and standard of living in terms of availability of livelihoods. The
government has failed to follow prescribed guidelines in terms of measuring loss of people’s assets and
livelihoods.

SCHEDULED CASTES LIVELIHOODS
SCHEDULED CASTES AND LIVELIHOODS: A STUDY IN TELANGANA

Sponsoring Agency Centre for Social Development-Core
Project Director Professor Sujatha Surepally, Principal, Arts, Social Science Commerce College,
Satavahana University

The study focused on lives and livelihoods of people belonging No major change in income from
to Scheduled Caste. The data was collected from 400 families traditional livelihoods. Power

of similar background in four districts of the State, namely, struggles within SC sub-caste
Adilabad, Nizamabad, Karimnagar and Warangal. communities continue.

The average monthly expenditure of households was found to

be about Rs. 9709.09. It was highest in Karimnagar followed by Nizamabad, Warangal and Adilabad. The data
on trends and income generation revealed that there has been no major change in income or any significant
changes in traditional livelihood sources. The data also shows that 41 per cent of the respondents were not
engaged in traditional livelihoods and they had shifted to other activities, whereas 29 per cent continue with
traditional livelihoods not for reasons of choice, but because they did not have other options. The problems
with traditional livelihoods had to do with economic viability and scope for expansion. The study also found
that that a small proportion of respondents (5.5 per cent) who were able to access education, were able to
secure other livelihood opportunities including government jobs.

INEQUALITIES AMONG SUB-CASTE GROUPS OF SCHEDULED CASTE IN
ANDHRA PRADESH: SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL PERSPECTIVES

Sponsoring Agency Indian Council for Social Science Research
Project Director Dr. Sivakumar Danyasi, Post-Doctoral Fellow

Scheduled Caste communities that have historically suffered from social stigma due to un-touchability in caste
Hindu hierarchy, also have high degree of differences amongst them in terms of social, economic, political and
cultural aspects of life. India has witnessed some movements that entered into struggle phase, demanding
equal identity and equal share in affirmative action benefits (within the reservation quotas) in various regions of
the country. The two Telugu language States i.e. Andhra Pradesh and Telangana, are witnessing this situation,
leading to the demand for classification of Scheduled Caste
reservation to avail equal benefits of affirmative action. The
Madiga Reservation Porata Samithi (MRPS) movement for the
classification of Scheduled Caste reservation, emerged in the
context of Malas dominating reservation benefits in education,
employment and political fields.

No major change in income from
traditional livelihoods. Power
struggles within SC sub-caste
communities continue.

The specific objectives of this study are to examine the

(1) social, (2) economic and (3) political differences of inequalities among sub-caste groups of Scheduled
Caste in the light of affirmative action that includes targeted reservation policies and various development
schemes (state or centrally sponsored). This study was carried out in Andhra Pradesh and Telangana to
explore regional as well as administrative zonal variations by using secondary and primary data. For analysis,
descriptive statistics were used. Although Madigas and Malas are scattered in the two states, the former are
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dominant in Telangana State and Rayalaseema region of Andhra Pradesh, while Malas are in a majority in the
Coastal Andhra Pradesh.

Based on field survey data, it was found that Malas prospered in educational and economic development in
the Coastal Andhra Pradesh under the British rule (especially through the introduction of education in standard
Telugu or in English language). The Madigas, especially those in Telangana region, suffered economically and
educationally under the Nizam and hence remained backward. Improving lands of both Mala and Madiga
and provision of advanced irrigation technology, is essential for their development. Given the limited scope
of public sector to provide employment, reservations for Scheduled Caste should be implemented in private
sectors. The educational qualifications and related skills should be enhanced among them by the state
governments to reach the private sector expectations.

MICRO FINANCE

THE IMPACT OF REGIONAL DIVERSITY, REMITTANCES, AND CULTURE ON LOCAL
FINANCE: A STUDY OF MALAPPURAM DISTRICT, KERALA

Sponsoring Agency Indian Council for Social Science Research
Project Director Dr. K. Jafar, Post-Doctoral Research Fellow

Based on micro-level studies conducted in different parts of Malappuram district of Kerala, this study makes
an attempt to understand the role of regional diversity, remittances and culture on local financial arrangements.
The diverse geography (across highlands, midlands and coastal regions), high incidence of international
migration (with largest number of remittance receiving households in Kerala), and unique cultural composition
(with nearly 70 per cent Muslims in district population) provide many insights about these factors locally
affecting the pattern of savings and borrowings.

The study finds that the practice of Kurikkalyanam (interest-free form of community finance), micro-finance
operated through Kudumbashree Self-Help Groups and money lenders emerge as key source for short-
term contingency funds. The degree of their popularity and acceptance
varies across regions and households of varying socio-economic status.
Households living on the coast and engaged in fishing and allied activities
actively participate in regular Kurikkalyanam practice which allows them
to collect interest-free funds from community members. Currently, fishing
activities are limited among the Muslims, but some of the Hindu households living on the coast also participate
in Kurikkalyanam practice. Migration status and access to remittances were found to have positive impact
on financial inclusion and dependency on formal financial services. We find that migration does not weaken
their engagement with traditional Kurikkalyanam practice whereas it seems to have a negative impact on
households’ participation in SHG-based activities and micro-finance initiatives.

Key source for short-
term contingency funds.

Thus, the evidence presented in the study confirms the role of regional diversity, remittances and culture in
shaping different types of financial arrangements followed by the households.
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ONGOING PROJECTS

DRUM BEATERS IN ODISHA: CHANGES AND CONTINUITY SINCE EARLY
20TH CENTURY

Sponsoring Agency Indian Council of Social Science Research
Project Director Dr. Sujit Kumar Mishra

The community of drum beaters has historically been earning their livelihood by performing at various social
functions. Application of modern technology in music has brought about changes in the lifestyle of the drum
beaters, thus putting their livelihood at stake.

The study covers western districts in the State of Odisha. In these districts, the Ganda community earns its
livelihood by working as drum beaters and is, therefore, the focus of this study. A multi-pronged approach
has been adopted in the research: (a) oral history from various stakeholders; (b) information from old and
documentary films; (c) novels; (d) in-depth collection of data from secondary sources (from different scholarly
articles, government reports, newspaper and policy documents); and (e) primary field survey with different
stakeholders like present drum beaters.

CULTURAL DISPARITIES AMONG TRIBES IN INDIA: EXPLORING THROUGH ORAL
LITERATURE

Sponsoring Agency Indian Council of Social Science Research
Project Director Dr. Suresh Jagannadham

India has a rich traditional heritage of tribal oral literature and diversified art and cultural forms generated by
tribal communities have a long history. Apart from keeping a tribal people’s culture alive through generations,
the oral narration of history, beliefs, values and practices spread knowledge about their way of life and binds
people together. This practice flourished when written literature was sparse and large families were necessary
to support agrarian way of life.

The collection and preservation of such literature forms major part of the research and will generate unique
primary data. A critical aspect will be to sketch a portrait of tribal literature, focussing on the development of
the language, literature and culture, through questions on: (a) relation of the songs with community identity
and production; (b) understanding the society through songs; (c) interviews of artists who contributed
significantly to the folk tradition; (d) exploring and analysis of the status of various forms of tribal oral
tradition; (e) ascertaining the influence of tribal oral tradition on socio-economic conditions of the subjects;
(e) the intensity of acceptance and popularity of tribal tradition within the area of operation as well as the
adjoining areas; (f) the demographic features of the practitioners of tribal oral tradition; (g) the existing
opportunities facilitating the preservation, promotion and dissemination of tribal oral tradition through field
work, collection of songs, audio and video recording of the songs, transliterating the songs, and translating
the songs in Hindi.

PERFORMANCE OF PRADHAN MANTRI JAN DHAN YOJANA IN TELANGANA

Sponsoring Agency Reserve Bank of India Chair-Core Project
Project Director Professor S. Indrakant

Financial inclusion implies facilitating access to adequate and timely financial products and services at an
affordable price to those who are not in the main stream of development. It is a key to the empowerment
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of the poor and underprivileged. At macro-level, financial inclusion broadens the resource base of financial
system, removes rigidities in financial markets and promotes inclusive growth. Inclusion of un-organised
production sector into formal financial network enhances their creative capacity augmenting domestic
demand on sustainable basis.

This project makes an attempt to study the impact of Pradhan Manthri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) in Telangana
State. The objectives of the study are to investigate the causes for financial exclusion of rural households;
to assess the impact of PMJDY accounts on rural households and to study the problems encountered by
households in operating the account.

The study is mostly based on primary data; however available secondary data will be used as background
material. A pilot study will be made at initial stage to identify the issues involved and to develop the structured
questionnaire. In the second stage, the structured questionnaire will be pre-tested in villages where Jan Dhan
accounts are in operation. In the third stage, a brainstorming seminar will be organised to get the views of
stakeholders including bankers, academicians, field staff/functionaries, research scholars and progressive
PMJDY account holders. Finally in the fourth stage, primary data will be collected through the structured
questionnaire.

SOCIO-ECONOMIC PROFILE OF FISHING COMMUNITIES IN TELANGANA

Sponsoring Agency Council for Social Development-CORE
Project Director Dr. S. Surapa Raju

This study examines the present status and prospects of inland fisheries in Telangana State to ascertain the
livelihoods of fishermen and women, based on caste and availability of water resources and to compare with
livelihood of fishery households based on intensity of involvement in fishery activities such as fishing being
their main livelihood, subsidiary or traditional. It also aims to explore the socio-cultural dynamics of small
fishing communities, their relation to biodiversity, and their position in the political economy of fish production,
particularly in Telangana. Multi-stage sampling method was used for selection of sample households.

The State was classified into three geographical zones based on climatic parameters such as rainfall and
soils: (i) Adilabad, Karimnagar and Nizamabad districts in North Telangana zone; (i) Medak, Warangal
and Khammam districts in the Central Telangana zone; and (jiii) Hyderabad, Mahbubnagar, Nalgonda and
Rangareddy in the South Telangana zone.

LAND MARKETS, RISING AGRICULTURAL LAND PRICES AND IMPLICATIONS FOR
AGRICULTURAL AND ALLIED PRODUCTIVE ACTIVITIES: A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF
ANDHRA PRADESH AND MAHARASHTRA

Sponsoring Agency Indian Council of Social Science Research
Project Director Dr. Ch. Shankar Rao

Agricultural land sale prices in India have exponentially increased during the post-liberalisation period. These
high prices have implications for allocation, equity, efficiency and sustainability of the agriculture sector. This
project is an effort to understand the nature of markets for agricultural land sales and to study the forces of
higher land prices and their implications for the sector in two different land markets states in India, i.e. Andhra
Pradesh and Maharashtra.

Both, secondary and primary data, was used for the analysis. Secondary data on agricultural land sales
since 1991 in the villages was obtained from the Department of Stamps and Registration of respective
state governments. Primary data was obtained from six villages in each state covering higher, middle and
lower levels of agricultural development and urban proximity. The survey covers a total of 600 households,
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100 from each village, consisting of both buyers and sellers of agricultural land in last two decades. Village-
level macro information was collected from personal interviews with key informants in each village.

CHALLENGES AND PROSPECTS OF MULTI- LINGUAL EDUCATION: AN
ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDY OF STUDENTS FROM THE URDU SPEECH COMMUNITY
IN THE CITY OF HYDERABAD

Sponsoring Agency Indian Council of Social Science Research
Project Director Dr. Rafia Kazim

Multi-lingual education (MLE) refers to the use of two or more languages as the medium of instruction in
schools where these languages are used to teach content matter of subjects rather than the language as
such. Mother tongue- based MLE is seen by many as an effective way to address the problem of relatively
high dropout rates among linguistic minorities schooled in non-MT dominant language. Acknowledging the
positive relationship between multi-lingualism, cognitive growth and educational achievement, the proposed
study aims at exploring the perceived benefits of MLE among students of Urdu medium schools in Hyderabad.
It also intends to explore to what extent MLE (with Urdu as L1) is effective in the academic performance of the
students and the challenges faced by the students in their academic pursuits.

The study is an ethnographic study and it involves hours of unobtrusive observations both, inside the
classroom and outside school. Besides observation, extensive interview sessions with students, teachers
and parents will be conducted to get an understanding of MLE. Language proficiency tests at the end of field
work and the correlation of performance score with socio-linguistic variables will be used for predicting the
challenges and prospects of MLE.

STUDY AND DOCUMENTATION OF DEATHS IN SEWAGE AND SEPTIC TANKS

Sponsoring Agency Council for Social Development-CORE
Project Director Mr. Bhasha Singh, Safai Karamchari Andolan Researcher (Visiting)

The deaths of persons entering sewage and septic tanks have increased in recent years. In March 2017,
24 persons are reported to have died in India including in Faridabad, NOIDA, Kundli, Sonepat, Cuddalore,
Vijayawada and Mumbai. The gross violation of laws of the country, particularly violation of Prohibition of
Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act 2013 and Rules 2013 are obvious in these
cases. This study attempts to highlight the violations of law and the vulnerability of women and children who
lost their immediate family members.

GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATION (Gl) PROTECTED AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS FROM
SELECT STATES OF INDIA: AN INQUIRY INTO THE ECONOMIC, LIVELIHOOD AND
INSTITUTIONAL ASPECTS

Sponsoring Agency Indian Council of Social Science Research (in collaboration with Gujarat Institute of
Development Research, Ahmadabad)

Project Directors Dr. Soumya Vinayan, CSD, Hyderabad, Professor N. Lalitha, GIDR, Madhusudan Bandi,
GIDR, Ahmedabad, Mr. P. K. Vishwanathan, School of Business, Amrita University, Kochi

Geographical Indication (Gl) is defined as products that are associated with a region. These products have
special quality or characteristics or reputation based upon the climatic, physical or production characteristics
unique to the region. With respect to agricultural registered Gls in India, this study seeks to: (1) examine the
strategies adopted by the registered proprietors of Gl to realise economic returns from the registered product,
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(2) examine the role and functioning of the Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs) (3) measure the attributable
impact of Gl protection on the producers and (4) understand the socio, cultural, economic, and institutional
spill-over outcomes of Gl protection on a variety of stakeholders. The study is proposed to be undertaken in
the States of Maharashtra, Kerala, Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh. The reason for selecting these four states
are that Maharashtra has a variety of Gl products filed by the Farmer Producer Organisations. This gives an
opportunity to understand the effective functioning of FPOs and the impact of use of Gls on the reference
products. Kerala is chosen because different Gls are owned by FPOs and Kerala Agricultural Universities.
When the Gl products are co-owned by a knowledge partner like universities, it helps in addressing the
institutional and governance issues. Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh have so far filed only three agricultural Gis,
although there are a number of potential candidates. Hence, the learning from the case of Maharashtra and
Kerala would be helpful for Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh.
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2016
2017

Seminars

CSD, Delhi

= Liberating Farmers from Debt Trap: Challenges of Policy Reforms in India

= Indian Perspectives on Social Sector Issues and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): Policies,
Prospects and Future Directions

CSD-SRC, Hyderabad

= International Seminar on Agrarian Situation and Recent Rural Policies in India and China
= National Seminar on Disability, Labour and Society
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CSD, Delhi

NATIONAL SEMINAR ON LIBERATING FARMERS FROM DEBT TRAP: CHALLENGES
OF POLICY REFORMS IN INDIA

Sponsoring Agency Council for Social Development, Delhi
Date June 14, 2016

Place New Delhi

Coordinators Professor T. Haque and Ms. Jaya Lekshmi Nair

The CSD, in collaboration with the Centre for Agricultural Policy Dialogue, Delhi, and the Swamibhani Shetkari
Sangathana, Maharashtra, convened a national seminar on the theme, ‘Liberating Farmers From Debt Trap:
Challenges of Policy Reforms in India’ on June 14, 2016. It evoked the participation of Union Ministers,
technical experts, senior government officials, representatives of farmers’ organisations and journalists.

The seminar focused on the severe crisis afflicting Indian agriculture, of which the unbearable farm debt
burden was emblematic. According to the 70th round of National Sample Survey Office data for the year
2012-13, bulk of the farmers in India did not even earn enough to meet their consumption needs. Almost three
lakh farmers have committed suicide in the last two decades. Against this background, the issues deliberated
upon ranged from whether the country had failed on the policy front to the kind of policy reforms needed
to ameliorate the socio-economic conditions of farmers to the key challenges in executing the requisite
reforms.

Union Minister for Road transport and Highways and Water Resources, Nitin Gadkari, while addressing the
seminar, emphasized the need to explore avenues other than farming, using new technologies in areas such as
fisheries and honey collection. He called for weeding out bogus beneficiaries of rural credit by linking pension,
gas subsidies, ration cards, scholarship and other such schemes to the Jan Dhan Yojna and Aadhar.

Noted journalist P. Sainath, who has written relentlessly on poverty-stricken Indian farmers, revealed how
a lion’s share of agricultural credit goes to urban and metro-based businesses. Further, he pointed out that
direct finance to agriculture had declined while indirect finance had increased and high value loans had also
gone up. According to him, reporting farm suicides was a fraud as the National Crime Records Bureau had
started to record much lesser number of suicides in recent years by shuffling the suicide numbers across
new or revised categories. Sainath was of the view that implementation of the Swaminathan Committee
recommendations could go a long way in alleviating agricultural crisis.

RESOURCE PERSONS

= Nitin Gadkari, Union Minister of Surface Transport and Water Resources, Govt. of India
= Prakash Javadekar, Union Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Gol
= Sanjeev Balyan, Union Minister of State for Agriculture, Gol

= Raju Shetty, Member of Parliament, India

= Shyam Khadka, Food and Agriculture Organisation Representative in India, FAO

= Muchkund Dubey, President, Council for Social Development, New Delhi

= Ashok M. R. Dalwai, Union Additional Agriculture Secretary, Gol

= Abhijit Sen, Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi

= P K. Joshi, International Food and Policy Research Institute, New Delhi

= Ashwani Mahajan, Swadeshi Jagran Manch

= P. Sainath, Senior Journalist

= Devinder Sharma, Agriculture Policy Analyst

= Kavita Kuruganti, Alliance for Sustainable and Holistic Agriculture.
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KEY RECOMMENDATIONS

= Raise incomes of farmers by reducing cost of production through improvement in technology and
ensuring remunerative prices

= Accelerate the pace of cost-saving and productivity enhancing technological innovations
= Expand the scope of agricultural insurance to animal husbandry and fisheries
= Integration of national agricultural market

= Payment of interest-free short-term institutional credit up to Rs. 1 Lakh and long-term bank credit up
to Rs. 5 Lakh with low interest rates to farmers for at least next 10 years.

= Free education up to 12th standard to wards of farmers and vocational training in high-tech
agriculture and agro-processing.

= Social protection or a Monthly Income Guarantee of up to Rs. 20,000 for farm households.

NATIONAL SEMINAR ON INDIAN PERSPECTIVES ON SOCIAL SECTOR ISSUES AND
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDGs): POLICIES, PROSPECTS AND FUTURE
DIRECTIONS

Sponsoring Agencies Council for Social Development & United Nations Children’s Emergency Fund
Dates July 15-16, 2016

Place New Delhi

Coordinators Professor R. Govinda and Dr. Poornima M.

The two-day national seminar on ‘Indian Perspectives on Social Sector Issues and Sustainable Development
Goals: policies, Prospects and Future Directions’ mainly examined social development policies and strategies
in India in the context of Constitutional guarantees at the national level and the commitment to the recently
enunciated Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) at the global level. The central issue discussed was about
India’s progress on social development goals and its road map in achieving these goals.

The major themes were: Education and Skill Development, Health and Nutrition, Food Security and Sustainable
Agriculture, and Social Marginalisation and Inequality.

The seminar brought together research organizations, policy makers and NGO representatives. Theoretical
presentations as well as field-based observations highlighted the areas of concern.

RESOURCE PERSONS

Shigeru Aoyagi, United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organisation, New Delhi
Kishore Singh, United Nations Rapporteur, New Delhi

Muchkund Dubey, President, Council for Social Development (CSD), New Delhi

Krishna Kumar, Department of Education, University of Delhi, Delhi

Santosh Mehrotra, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

Gita Sen, Distinguished Professor, Public Health Foundation of India, New Delhi

Imrana Quadeer, Distinguished Professor, CSD, New Delhi

Sundar Raman, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai

Vimala Ramachandran, National University of Educational Planning and Education, New Delhi
Suneeta Dhar, Jagori, New Delhi

Jayati Ghosh, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

R. S. Deshpande, ISEC, Bengaluru

T. Haque, Distinguished Professor, Council for Social Development (CSD), New Delhi
Madhura Swaminathan, Professor,Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata

K. B. Saxena, Distinguished Professor, Council for Social Development (CSD), New Delhi
Badri Narayan, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

Manoranjan Mohanty, Vice President, Council for Social Development (CSD), New Delhi
Zoya Hasan, Distinguished Professor, Council for Social Development (CSD), New Delhi

J B G Tilak, National University of Educational Planning and Education, New Delhi

Saumya Swaminathan, Indian Council of Medical Research, New Delhi
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KEY RECOMMENDATIONS

= To achieve SDGs, economic and fiscal policy should aim at creating more jobs, greater investment in
social sector, and meaningf